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The King George
Education Foundation
(KGEF) Received
~$10,000 in
monetary and in-kind
donations for the
fiscal year spanning
July 1, 2020 to June
30, 2021.

Overview

KGEF awarded
4 Innovation
Grants

totaling $1980.00
to teachers and
staff of King
George County
Schools.

The FoxSmart Center
provided 170 Virtual
School Supply
Bags to help
numerous families
under COVID
restrictions.

The new STEM
Program raised over

$1200 and sponsored
4 Camp Invention
Scholarships.
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Innovation Grants

Innovation Grants are awarded to school division staff who present
promising ideas for achieving the district’s curricular goals, enhancing
students’ personal development, and/or encouraging links with the
community. Here’s a summary of this year’s innovation grant investments.

Multi-Sensory Preschool Literacy Instruction

"The Preschool Program follows the KGCS division model
of Early Literacy Groups. This instruction helps prepare
preschoolers with and without disabilities for kindergarten.
The 4-year-old’s Team would like to expand upon literacy
instruction to incorporate more multi-sensory materials into
Early Literacy Groups and the entire preschool day. Our
Team has researched materials that allow students to use
multiple senses in learning, specifically vision (seeing),
auditory (hearing), kinesthetic (doing), and tactile (feeling)
(VAKT). Materials found utilize high contrast colors,
connect letters to sound, materials for letter formation, and
different textures of soft, rough, and even wet. This
innovative idea could be replicated by the 3-year-old’s
classrooms as well as Kindergarten classrooms in the
future.”

Jessy Bryant and The 4year-old's Team,

King George Pre-School

Letit Go, Let it Grow

"Let it Go, Let it Grow provided indoor and outdoor green
spaces where any student or staff from Sealston Elementary
could enjoy the sensory experience of living

plants. Students with and without special needs in grades
K-3 assisted with the planting, growing, harvesting, and
decomposition, back to soil, process of plants. We started
and maintained a worm farm that turns soil and vegetation
debris into nutritious soil. A tower garden in the front lobby
was used by students to plant spider plants, which they
learned are one of the top indoor air cleaners and are very
healthy to have in buildings and at home. A raised garden
was created, and students created a garden from

seeds. These plants were given to staff and families at
Mother's Day so they could create their own gardens at
home!"

Amber Douberly and the Special Education Team,
Sealston Elementary School
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Learning Through Play with Computational Thinking

"With my KGEF Innovation Grant | purchased a number of
logic games and puzzles to increase computational thinking
among students in grades K-6 at King George Elementary
School. The games were used during a number of
lessons. The Rubik’s cubes were loaned out to students in
our You Can Do The Cube Club and were collected at the
end of the year. The cubes were used during weekly
meetings that were held virtually. Seeing the students "A-ha
moment" when they realized they could solve the cube was
medicine to my soul. Some students would even send
emails and messages telling me their best times. This
allowed for a sense of normalcy in these very strange times
and did wonders for us all.”

Yvonne Richard, King George Elementary School

The Hamilton Project

"l implemented the Hamilton Education Program for second
semester students. | had 13 students in person and an additional
12 students virtual. Out of these students there were three groups
that elected to use the technology provided by the grant from
KGEF with a total of 8 students total. We also used the
microphones for our after-school production of the song “You
Can’t Stop the Beat” from the musical Hairspray. We set up three
sound booths for them to sing the music into special voice
software and are still editing the video and sound together. The
finished product will be out soon! We also used them for our
productions for students who came into the building to record for
the virtual shows “Murder in the First Grade,” and “Virtual
Christmas Carol.” Overall, every time we used the microphones,
the end result was the audio quality was so much clearer."
Katrina Wynes, King George High School




FoxSmart
Center

FoxSmart is a resource center, whose
primary mission is to provide school
supplies and limited hygiene items to
students in need as determined by the
school counselors/social workers.

For teachers, we offer some limited
support to purchase school supplies the
teachers would otherwise pay for out of
their own pocket, but only after school

resources have been exhausted.

In addition, special purchases are
made based on special needs, projects or
unforeseen circumstances. For example,
this year we supported special needs that
arose due to COVID-19 school
directives, masking & sanitizing
requirements.

Welcome!
We Love
Our

M Teachers

In July 2020, FoxSmart implemented
and launched a web form that
allowed teachers and staff to request
supplies online.

In August, each year KGEF creates
welcome gift bags for new teachers
and presents them at the annual
back-to-school event.

FoxSmart received numerous supply
requests to assist students with
remote learning during COVID-19
school closures. We produced 170

virtual school supply bags full
of supplies as a result. In addition,

~100 filled backpacks were
assembled and donated to our local
YMCA to assist with their Bright
Beginnings project.

When supplies ran low, more were
purchased using designated funds or
were provided by community angels
and partners who regularly support
our mission.

The supplies most commonly needed
were composition books, folders,
markers, headphones, and earbuds.

Looking Ahead

The KG Education Foundation will continue partnering with local schools to
meet the increased demand in supplies resulting from the continuously

adapting COVID-19 directives for the 2021-22 school year.
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STEM Program

In April 2021, the Foundation launched new a STEM Program which contains three initiatives
designed to augment, enhance, and expand the King George County School (KGCS) system’s
education programs in science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM):

(1) Fund raising to purchase STEM

equipment, tools and supplies for the KGCS
classrooms at all levels, K-12.

(2) Fund raising to support STEM after-school
programs, local STEM summer camps, and
scholarships to advanced STEM camps like

Space Camp and Camp Invention.

(3) Leveraging the STEM programs of national
professional societies like the American Society of

Mechanical Engineers, to bring real-life

experiences & career professionals in
STEM into the class room.

From April through May we worked collaboratively with the STEM teachers at all levels in
KGCS, to identify their needs, develop innovative solutions and seek new opportunities to enrich
the STEM educational experience for all KG students.
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We started fund raising for this equipment in late May and by the end of June we had raised ~$350,

but that’s just the beginning with much more to follow.



In May we also raised $94O to send 4 elementary students to Camp

Invention held at King George Elementary School. This is a structured
program organized & supported by the National Inventor’s Hall of Fame.

Camp Invention provides opportunities to take on fun, hands-on challenges
that:
- build confidence, collaboration and creative problem solving,
— provide an authentic, hands-on opportunity to experience the
invention process first hand, and

“Turn Curious Kids Into Innovative Thinkers”

Camp Invention is led by local, certified educators and aims to offer equal access to STEM
education while positioning inventors as role models, helping to reduce disparities in STEM fields
and build a more innovative future.

These KGEF scholarships provide STEM
opportunities to students from
underrepresented demographics including

females, minority students, and
students with financial hardship.

In support of the mission of the KGEF
scholarship program, school counselors and
school social workers collaborate with teachers
to identify students from underrepresented
groups that would benefit from participation in
Camp Invention.

For Camp Invention 2021, four scholarship
recipients were selected from over 30 students.
Next year we hope to send all 30 kids in need.

Just imagine being a very poor or even homeless elementary school student struggling with all that
entails...then one day a school counselor walks up to you and says:

“Congratulations you ve being selected for a Camp Invention Scholarship!
We think you're very special, talented and full of potential to do great things in life.
We hope this Camp is just the beginning of a brilliant future for you.
We encourage you to Reach for the Stars in everything you do!”




Beginning in April, the Foundation agreed to host the

Broadwood Scholarship for Space Camp. Thisisa
privately funded annual scholarship that sends a fifth-grade girl
from KG schools to Space Camp held at the US Space & Rocket
Center in Huntsville, AL. The scholarship pays full tuition,
roundtrip airfare between Richmond and Huntsville, as well as
local ground transportation between the Huntsville airport &
Space Camp. The total cost for this scholarship is ~$2,200. The
selection process for this scholarship is competitive and merit
based.

Created by the National Aeronautics and Space Administration
(NASA) in 1982, Space Camp was created to serve as a means to
promote math and science to children. A few decades later, the
US Space & Rocket Center was selected to host the Space Camp
and continue its long-standing mission, and NASA continued to
fund it for a few years after the transition. Now the Space Camp
operates as a fully self-sufficient program without NASA
funding.

Almost 1 million trainees have graduated from a Space Camp
program since its inception in 1982, including seven astronauts
who attended Space Camp programs as adolescents. Children and
teachers from all 50 states and almost 150 international locations
have attended a Space Camp program. It is arguably the best and
most renowned STEM camp in the world with phenomenal
facilities, simulator and teachers. Attendees come from all over

the world to participate in the camp. For many this is truly a life changing experience.

LOOki ng Ahead The KG Education Foundation recently received a new commitment from

2022, which will be open to both boys & girls from KG schools.

Harrison Handy Services to fund a second Space Camp scholarship in



COVID-19 Response

In March 2020, the world was shaken by the COVID-19 pandemic as schools, daycares, and
businesses abruptly closed.

Children who were reliant on schools not just for learning, but for necessities like food, suddenly
found themselves at home 24 hours a day without basic supplies.

The King George Education Foundation continuously worked with the school division to assist in
meeting the needs of KGCS staff and students throughout the year, and will continue to do so for as
long as COVID continues to threaten our community.




For information on how to
donate or volunteer,
contact us at
kgefl4@gmail.com
or visit our website at
www.kgeducation.org



